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Field Examination 
Updates

2015 Delaware Tax Institute 
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Dennis M. Brown, Examination Territory Manager
SB/SE Central Area Examination 

• Abusive promoters and transactions
• Flow-through entities
• Offshore tax evasion - OVDI 
• National Research Programs
• High Income/High Wealth 
• Preparer visits and examinations
• Identify theft
• Fast Track Settlement Program

Fiscal Year 2016 Field Examination 
Program Updates 

• Lead Development Center
–Tax schemes

–Abusive preparers

• Work closely with:
–Wage & Investment division

–Return Preparers Office

• Form 14242 
–Refer suspected tax schemes or promoters

Abusive Promoters and 
Transactions
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Flow-through Coverage

• Increase in flow-through entities
–Partnership filings

–Complex partnership structures

• Partnership Strategy
–Improve identifying, selecting and working 

Partnership/TEFRA returns

Offshore Tax Evasion

• Offshore voluntary disclosure programs

• Offshore voluntary disclosure initiative

• OVDI certification

• Offshore program changes

Offshore Program Changes 

• 2014 Offshore Program Changes
–Began July 1, 2014

–Miscellaneous Offshore Penalty

–Streamlined Filing
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National Research Program

High Income/High Wealth 
Taxpayers

• High Income/High Wealth Focus
–LB&I – global wealth

–SB/SE Field Exam – high income taxpayers

–Campus activities

• Data driven selection approach

• High income/high wealth audit increase

High Income/High Wealth 
Audit Increase
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Preparer Visits and Examinations

• SB/SE supports visits for:
–Return Preparer Office

–Earned Income Tax Credit Office

• Fiscal Year 2014 more than 3,000 visits

• Fiscal Year 2016 Focus

• Educate through practitioner events

Identity Theft

• Civil enforcement strategy
–IRC 6700/6701 investigations

• Field Exam works with Campus 
–Specialized unit 

• Identity theft training
–Processes
–Procedures
–Guidance 

Fast Track Settlement Program 
Now Offered Nationwide

• Launched nationwide on July 1, 2013

• IRM 4.10.7, Issue Resolution
• Benefits include;

–Reduced overall case time
–Reduced interest costs
–Reduces taxpayer burden

• Program expansion updates
– IRS.gov
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General IRS Audit                 
Process Information 

• Audit information on IRS.gov

• Your Guide to an IRS Audit

• Publication 556, Examination of Returns, 
Appeal Rights and Claims for Refunds

Field Examination

Questions
and

Answers


